Dear Public Health Student Leader,
As a distinguished member of the student community, I am asking you to discuss the Certified in Public Health (CPH) credentialing process with your student group members and fellow classmates. In a few years, and for some in a matter of months, you and your fellow students will be entering an unpredictable job market. However, through earning the CPH you can position yourself as a top employment candidate while raising the bar for the field as a whole. 
Currently, public health is the only health profession without a mandatory certification process. To address this lack of standardization process, the National Board of Public Health Examiners (NBPHE) developed the CPH credential. This credential not only assures employers that a job applicant has met the standard for public health knowledge, but also shows his or her commitment to staying on the cutting-edge of the public health field through continuing education. Since its creation in 2005, the CPH has already become a preferred, and sometimes required, factor for hiring organizations in the public health field. It is also actively supported by SCHOOL/PROGRAM NAME.
The first part of the CPH credentialing process is the CPH exam, which is administered by the NBPHE. The exam was developed as a standard benchmark, covering the five core areas of public health along with seven cross cutting areas. Questions are based on the core competencies developed by the Association for Schools of Public Health. The exam is offered annually in February at more than 300 testing centers in the U.S. and all over the world. Those that successfully pass the exam will be Certified in Public Health upon graduation, and can add the initials CPH to their name and degree.
The second step in the CPH process is maintenance of certification (MOC). This process requires CPH professionals to earn continuing education credits on a prescribed timeline. Through MOC, credentialed professionals are showing they have stayed abreast of new developments and changes in the field. This aspect sets the CPH apart from other credentials, which reflect a single assessment in a set time period. 
To help further clarify the benefits and process for this credential, I have enclosed our CPH One-Sheet, brochure and PowerPoint presentation. For more information, you can visit www.publichealthexam.org, where you can download free brochures and other materials, in English and Spanish, to distribute throughout the school. To connect with CPH Professionals and other student leaders, please visit the NBPHE Facebook page.

I am sharing this information with you, a respected student leader, so you are familiar with this opportunity to enhance your own public health pedigree and that of the field of public health. I hope you will share this information with your fellow students. 
Thank you in advance for your participation. Please feel free to contact us with any further questions. Good luck with the rest of your degree and congratulations on choosing to pursue a career in the essential field of public health. 
Sincerely,
Terry L. Dwelle, MD, MPHTM, CPH

Chair
