
CERTIFIED IN PUBLIC HEALTH 
“CREDENTIALING PUBLIC HEALTH PROFESSIONALS”



NBPHE Board of Directors



14,155
Examinees

95
Countries with

CPH

14
Schools and

programs require
the CPH

Certified in Public Health



IMPORTANCE OF PUBLIC 
HEALTH CERTIFICATION



Accreditation

DegreesLicensure/Certification



Accountants, CPA

Board Certified Physicians

Licensed Social Workers

Registered Nurses

Most fields have 
degrees and 
certifications



NBPHE.org

Certificate

Often used for 
Technical skills

Completion of 
focused training

Offered by academic 
or other entity

Certificate

Often used for 
Technical skills

Completion of 
focused training

Offered by academic 
or other entity

Degree

Professional skills

Completion of 
significant 
coursework

Offered by institution 
of higher learning

Degree

Professional skills

Completion of 
significant 
coursework

Offered by institution 
of higher learning

Certification

Assessment of 
proficiency

Standardized process

Offered by third party, 
standard-setting 

body

Requires periodic 
renewal

Certification

Assessment of 
proficiency

Standardized process

Offered by third party, 
standard-setting 

body

Requires periodic 
renewal

Degrees, Certificates and Certifications
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200820051980 2024

ASPH and APHA
form task force on 
credentialing 
workforce

History



WHY SHOULD I GET CERTIFIED 
IN PUBLIC HEALTH



Meet a national professional standard

Stay current in best practices

Invest in your career

Increase your potential for promotions and salary increases

Distinguish yourself from your peers

Go beyond your education

Why Should I 
Get Certified in
Public Health?

Distinguish

Go

Increase

Invest in

Meet

Stay
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Why Get Certified?
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Employers value certifications



NBPHE.org

Eligibility

Students
Alumni Work

Experience

CPH exam

200 Questions

Maintenance

Recertification
Code of Ethics

Certification Process



ELIGIBILITY



NBPHE.org

Graduates of CEPH-accredited and 
CEPH-applicant schools and programs 
of public health

Exam Eligibility

Alumni Student Work 
Experience Faculty
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Graduate students of CEPH-accredited 
and CEPH-applicant schools and 
programs of public health

All graduates of CEPH-accredited and 
CEPH-applicant schools and programs 
of public health

Exam Eligibility

Alumni Student Work 
Experience Faculty
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Graduate-level degree related to public 
health and three years of public health 
experience

OR 
Bachelor’s degree (any area of study) and 
five years of public health experience

Exam Eligibility

Alumni Student Work 
Experience Faculty
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Faculty who have a graduate-level 
degree and at least three years of 
teaching and/or working in public 
health

Exam Eligibility

Alumni Student Work 
Experience Faculty



REGISTRATION AND 
TESTING PROCESS



NBPHE Website



All verified candidates approved 
within two weeks

Scheduling instructions sent immediately 
after approval

Exam can be scheduled as soon as 72 hours later

No scheduling or testing deadline.  
Your eligibility is indefinite



Standard Fee $385

Discounts

Prices and Discounts



Schools/Programs Requiring the CPH Exam



Testing All Year Long



1400 Testing Centers 
(Monday-Saturday)

Computer-Based
Testing Centers

24 hours/day
365 days/year

Live-Online 
Proctor



Search for a testing centerSearch for a testing center





CPH EXAMINATION



CPH Exam

The CPH exam is 200 question exam with a 4 hour window
All questions are multiple choice and single-best answer
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Average Exam Time (4 hour window)

AVERAGE EXAM TIMECATEGORY

2 hours 50 minutesOverall Average Exam Time

2 hours 48 minutesAverage Exam Time for LOP

2 hours 52 minutesAverage Exam Time for CBT
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The schools and programs receive:

Scores by content area for each candidate

Comparison of performance of all 
candidate results compared with school 

candidates by content area

Students & Alumni
Candidates

Only you
will have access to your scores in the 

CPH Recertification portal

Public Health Work Experience
Candidates

Who Will See My Scores?
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CPH Passing Rate (2008-2023)
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• All candidates:   85% pass rate

• X: x% pass rate

• LOGO HERE

X Pass Rate



Retaking the Exam

• No limit on how often candidates can retest
• $150 for each attempt



WHAT’S ON THE EXAM?



Survey to define 
performance domains 
and tasks performed 
by a professional 
group, and the 
necessary knowledge 
and skills associated 
with these tasks. 

Domain #1

Task #2

Task #1

Domain #2

Task #2

Task #1

What is a Job Task Analysis?



Domains of 
CPH Exam 

Aug 1, 2024

Communication
12%

Communication
12% Leadership

9%
Leadership

9%

Law and Ethics
8%

Law and Ethics
8%

Disease 
Prevention and 

Injury Reduction 
11%

Disease 
Prevention and 

Injury Reduction 
11%

Collaboration 
and

Partnership
10%

Collaboration 
and

Partnership
10%

Program 
Planning and 

Evaluation
11%

Program 
Planning and 

Evaluation
11%

Program and 
Resource

Management
9%

Program and 
Resource

Management
9%

Policy in Public
Health

8%

Policy in Public
Health

8%

Health Equity 
and Social 

Justice
10%

Health Equity 
and Social 

Justice
10%

Data, Analysis, 
and Informatics

12%

Data, Analysis, 
and Informatics

12%



Passing Score

Passing is based on overall 
scores, not each domain

No penalty for guessing. 
You are better off answering 
incorrectly than not answering.



PRACTICE QUESTIONS



PREPARING FOR THE EXAM
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Your Work 
Experience

Exam 
Preparation

Your 
Academic 

Experience

Preparation Rubric
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Preparation time



8
CPH Study Resources

1. Content Outline
2. Sample Exam Questions
3. Practice Exams
4. Archived Webinars 
5. Study Guides
6. Exam Reviews
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1. Content Outline



Sample Exam Questions

Sample questions in the format of the CPH exam



3. Practice Exams

Two (2) online practice exams



Practice exam results by domain: 

• Possible Strength
• Satisfactory
• Possible Weakness 



4. On Demand Webinars

o Webinars on each domain
o Lecture and Q&A



Springer CPH Q&A 
Exam Review

APHA Press
CPH Exam Review 

Guide
CPH Study Guide

5. Study Guides
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6. In person CPH Exam Review Courses



RECERTIFICATION 
PROCESS
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30 
CPH recert credits

$95
every two years

Online 
reporting 

portal

Bi-Annual Recertification Process (CEs)



No pre-approved provider process

Webinars and Workshops

Conferences and Professional Events

Instruction and Professional Contributions

Volunteer and Leadership Service

CPH Item-Writer/PHAB or CEPH Site Visitor

Medical Residencies

Recertification Activities Include:



Open to all CPH 

Discussions lead by CPH

Six books a year

CPH Book Club
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CPH Ambassadors

Each year, the NBPHE selects a 
class of CPH Ambassadors who 
help share the importance of 
certification in public health.

Ambassadors are formally 
recognized on the NBPHE 
website, receive tools for social 
media and resources for 
presenting and exhibiting.

.



Questions?
Contact info@nbphe.org 


